
The Villages MINI Cooper Club 

Monthly Meeting Minutes of November 15th, 2012 at Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

Club members enjoyed a quick meal at TGI Fridays followed by our meeting of approximately 55 people 

at Laurel Manor that brought us new members, Tom and Mary Murrin with their three week old black 

John Cooper Works hardtop.  Tom and Mary have moved here from Clearwater and now reside in the 

Village of Sanibel.  Welcome to our growing group that now has 67 cars amongst our 118 club members. 

Our thanks to the Sharon and Don McGinnis for their excellent trip to Coleman Federal prison (the 

Country’s largest) and Ted and Sandy Goodman tor an enlightening and fun tour of the International 

Harvester Farmoil “Hall of Fame” in Leesburg. 

Don gave us a rundown on current events that included pictures of a new MINI Cooper Club Van and 

Paceman, BMW’s plans for a new front-wheel drive platform for both the 100 series and the MINI, and 

an app for the iPod and iPhone that will take you to a new magazine called The MINI International 

Magazine. Janett reported that the treasury has $703.88 but will be less $5.26 per person attending the 

Christmas Party.  Bill in turn is collecting $15 per person for this event and needs to finalize the head 

count during the first week of December, after which your money is nonrefundable. 

We are now prominently displayed as a club on the Florida Sunshine event website with a forum set up. 

This is chat room environment complete with upcoming events advertized for those interested. 

Don will be posting the name of a fellow on our website from Inverness that specializes in custom racing 

stripes or pin striping that can be accomplished economically at your home.  In addition we have learned 

that the combined Porsche, Volkswagen, and BMW dealer in Ocala is expanding to include MINI 

Coopers.  Expect to see something in perhaps six months. 

Those interested in joining the Antique Auto Club at Colony Plaza Tire Choice will find nice cars and free 

hot dogs this Tuesday at 10:00 AM. 

Lastly, you can check out a remote driven MINI track car available for $50 from http://www.carrera.cars. 

I had a little trouble with this site, so I used Amazon and searched for MINI Carrera cars and found a 

number of them including the Countryman.   

We also covered the following events on our 2012/2013 schedule ……….. 

MINI Motoring Events: 

December 13th, Thursday – Our annual Christmas party, hosted by Bill and Janett McGinnis, 

will be held at the Canal Recreation Center and be catered by the Hacienda food group. The party starts 

at 6:15 and there’s no need to arrive early. This is a BYO “alcoholic’ B event.  We DO NOT have a general 

sit down meeting in December. 

http://www.carrera.cars/


January ??th, – Since a trip to Daytona’s Continental Tire Grand-Am racing event is a bust without 

MINI car participation, Bob and Sandy Simpson have volunteered to explore a trip to the Lakeview 

Winery down route 27 in Clermont for us 

February 13th or 14th – Gary and Francis Wingerter will be our hosts for a trip to Tampa Bay 

Downs for some horse racing.  We want to keep them out of hock and need a minimum of 20 people at 

$35 a person although the suite will accommodate two to three times that. The price includes 

admission, lunch and parking.  Sixteen people have already signed up. 

March 22nd, Friday – This is our big Annual MINI Cooper car show at Lake Sumter Landing which 

is limited to the first 54 cars!!  Don McGinnis and Mark Amsden will be this year’s hosts. 

March 26th, 27th, and 28th – Those interested in a trip to Thomasville, Georgia in 

conjunction with The Villages Convertible Club can contact Don and Sharon.  Twelve couples have 

already expressed interest. The trip is centered on a huge plantation known as Pebble Hill.  Room rates 

are $110 per night and the event fee is $90 per person. A leisurely drive up is planned without the 

Interstates to Thomasville, which is just above Tallahassee.   

April ?? – Tom and Pam Trefehn have graciously volunteered to lead the charge for this month’s 

event. 

May ??– Art and Joyce Rosenblatt have volunteered (again) to set up a poker run for us.  

Additionally, several members of the club will be going to the MINI on the Dragon during the first week 

of May. 

June 14th and 15th Friday and Saturday– There is a thought that this would be an 

excellent chance to join the North Carolina Tar heels MINI Club traveling south to north on their Blue 

Ridge Parkway Tour.  Think about it!   

October?? -  Joann and Don Cyr have offered to put something together for us. 

November ?? – Bruce and Susan Evans have wrestled this month away from Art Rosenblatt with 

hopes of getting a plan together for the Winter Park Concours d ‘Elegance held annually around the 

second week of November. 

December ?? -  Christmas time again. 

 

In other news: 



We had our first outside speaker cover a wide array of MINI racing and performance issues with Ian 

Stuart of Maitland Imports Inc., 1008 Church St. Orlando, Florida (407-425-0545).  Ian, besides being a 

NASA TTC National Champion, runs a repair shop primarily for Volvos and Mini Coopers but is better 

known for his racing prowess in national events from Sebring to the Bonneville Salt Flats.  We had a 

great “tech talk” covering methane fuel (now outlawed), camber wheel adjustments versus The Village 

rotary, front and rear sway bars, JCW springs and Powerflex control arm bushings (might need those in 

30, 000 miles), brake dust and its desirability, air filters for better fuel economy (a 10,000 mile item if 

not every year) upgrading the MINI sparkplugs again for fuel economy after 25,000 miles and tire 

rotation needed nearly every 3,000 to 5,000 miles.  Ian’s shop has a website at 

www.maitlandimports.com . Ian was great, and it was easy to see the benefits and interest in doing 

something like this quarterly.  Ian also mentioned that we might check out 

www.martinsportscarclub.net for information about Tavares autocross events held every second Sunday 

monthly at Lake County Technical Center. 

 A potential flight to England centered on an Oxford England MINI plant visit with sightseeing and 

accommodations for a week was researched and priced by Legendary Journeys at $2,500 per person 

adventure.  

We AGAIN want to remind everyone that they should submit a picture of themselves with their car to be 

posted on our club website.  Send these to Bob McCarthy at www.cathy.d.mccarthy@gmail.com . 

  Tech Talk: 

To be continued in January. 

 The Next Great Eat-Out Winner is:  “Undetermined”, but to be separated from 

meeting nights due to our growing size and with the hope of expanding the geographical landscape of 

available restaurants.  There’s more to follow. See you all at the Christmas party, Thursday 

December 13thst, 2012.   

 

 

http://www.maitlandimports.com/
http://www.cathy.d.mccarthy@gmail.com/

